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As in prehistoric days, every creature is supposed
to possess a spirit or soul, and each has its own special
fiesta day. Originally, no doubt, these feast days of
the various domestic fowls and quadrupeds were
dedicated to Incan or pre-Incan divinities. But with
their veneer of Christianity, the Indians nowadays
have adopted the days of Catholic Saints as the feast
days for their domestic creatures. On these days the
animals, to whom the day is dedicated, are washed,
brushed, decorated with ribbons and ornaments, and
a dance and feast are held in their honor. As the
llamas are the most important beasts of all, it is
natural that they should be treated with the greatest
respect and should have the greatest fiestas. To the
Indians the llama is like a member of the family.
Every attention is shown him, he is tenderly cared
for, decorated with bells, beautifully woven trappings
and ribbons, and if he dies or is killed the Indians are
inconsolable and mourn his loss as they would the
loss of a child.
The religion of these Indians is a strange mixture
of Christianity and sun-worship. On nearly every
hut one may see a cross, but invariably, adjoining
the symbol of the Christian church or somewhere near
it, is the Incan sun. Although the rites of the
Catholic Church are meticulously followed, and chil-
dren are baptized and christened with Spanish names,
and although mass and confessions are always at'
tended, still the Indians cling in their hearts to the
religion of their ancestors. Just how much actual
faith they have in Christianity, and how much of their
devotion to the Church is to satisfy the priests and
for the sake of personal benefits and protection, it is